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“ The Play’s the thing.”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. __ 


COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. | 
Tue Comedy of Old Maids was repeated last evening. Popping the 
Question, a one act Farce, was acted for the second time this season hav- 
ing nearly its original cast, Mr. W. Farren playing Mr. Primrose, Mrs. 
Glover, Miss Biffin, and Mr. Brindal, Henry Thornton, all of whom 
were the representatives of their respective characters on its first perform- 
ance. It was well received. Indeed we have seldom seen better acting, 
which, added to the comic materiel of the piece itself, could scarcely fail 
‘ to please the polished taste of an audience even at this fashionable resort. 
We are enabled to state with confidence that the lovers of music will, on 
the 2nd of November, have an opportunity of gratifying their taste by 
hearing one of the first professors of her art Miss Adelaide Kemble 
rehearsed the part of Norma yesterday, and exhibited that compass and 
power which we regret to say falls to the lot of but very few. Her style 
is pure and unaffected, her enunciation distinct and pleasing, and her 
voice possesses a volume and sweetness combined which we have looked 
for in vain in the generality of our own countrywomen. We the more 
rejoice at the prospect of her successful career, as the name of Kemble 
brings with it associations which every lover of the Drama must cherish as 
well for the sake of the art, as for those who have been its greatest orna- 
ments She is to appear in Za Sonnambula, shortly after her debut, 
which will be made in the Opera of Norma. 
| ENGLISH OPERA HOUSE. 
Tue following have visited the Promenade Concerts during the present 
week :—The French Ambassador, Lady Jersey, Earl and Lady Cardigan. 
Lady Hamilton Williams, Duke of Brunswick, Lord and Lady Burg- 
hersh, Lord Adoiphus Fitzclarence. 

Astley’s Theatre.—A licence has been granted prospectively for this 
Theatre, which will be rebuilt in time for the commencement of the usual 
season at Easter next. oe 

Mr. Wm. Chaplin, who performed inthe new Spectacle at the Adelphi, 
died suddenly on Monday, in the 26th year of his age. He was the bro- 
ther of Miss E. Chaplin, whose judicious and sensible performance of 
Wilhelm, in the same Drama, has rendered her a valuable addition to 
the company. 

The First Theatres in London.—In the reign of Elizabeth, Theatres 
were just getting into vogue, and irregular dramatic pieces had superseded 
the mysteries and moralities founded on religious subjects. The earliest 
patents for acting Comedies, Tragedies, &c. is dated 1574, and such was 
the rapid progress of this rational amusement, that, early in the next 
century at least fifteen licensed Theatres were open to the inhabitants of 
London. The best plays, especially those of Shakspeare, were acted 
. chiefly at the Blackfriar’s Theatre, or at the Globe, on the south side of 
| the Thames. A flag was hoisted on the front of each Theatre. The 
! price of admission to the best place, a shilling; to the inferior ones, a 
penny or twopence.. A number of critics sat on the stage, and 
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were furnished with pipes and tobacco. The curtain drew not up, but 
was drawn back on each side. From the raillery of Sir Philip Sydney, 
it is doubtful whether there was a change of scenes. It is probable this 
deficiency was supplied by the names of places being written in large 
characters on the stage ; stating, for instance, that this was a wood, a 
garden, Thebes, Rome, or Alexandria, as the case might be. The 
stage was lighted with branches like those hung in some churches. 
Before the exhibition began, three flourishes or pieces of music, were 
played ; and the music was likewise played between the acts. The instru- 
ments chiefly used were trumpets, cornets, and hautboys. Perukes and 
masks formed part of the stage paraphernalia; and the female parts, for 
the first hundred years were performed by young men. One dramatic 
piece composed the whole entertainments ; and the hours of acting began 
about one in the afternoon, and lasted generally about two hours. The 
audience before the performance began amused themselves with reading or 
playing at cards; others drank ale—or smoked tobacco. For some time 
plays were acted on Sundays only, after 1579, they were acted on Sundays 
and other days indiscriminately. 











Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 

Dear Mr. Eprror.—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, but will you excuse 
me—I have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends 
and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town :— 

Monday, stroll to Mapame Tussaup’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Square.—Just added to her unrivalled collection 
the celebrated Coronation Robes of his late Majesty George IVth., which cost the 
enormous sum of 18,000/ (embroidered by the Messrs. Holbecks,) which far sur- 
pass in magnificence anything ever worn bya British Monarch—A Room, &c. has 
been fitted up to correspond in splendor. Brave Napier is also to be seen here. 

Tuesday, pop into the Somerset Gallery, 151, Strand, next door to Somer- 
set House, to see a most wonderful Exhibition, The Industrious Fleas. They 
dance, ride, drive a four-in-hand, fight, and in fact do everything in first rate 
style, exciting the admiration of all present. By the bye, this is Signor Bertolotto’s 
Exhibition, that has been exhibited for the last eight years. 

Wednesday, go to Messrs. Cocks & Co., Musiesellers to the Queen, for Musard’s 
admirable Quadrilles of Napoleon, Polichinelle, Krakoviack, Cent Suisse, Le Ren- 
dez vous de Chasse, Lucrezia de Borgia, La Grande Bretagne, aud get from these 
enterprising gentlemen a list of all the new works by Lanner, Labitzky, Strauss, 
Santos, and Czerny,—it may be had gratis! 

Thursday, took a peep at the THames TUNNEL, which is now open every day 
from nine o'clock in the morning until dark, (entrance on the Surrey side of the 
river, close to Rotherhithe Church. The Tunnel is brilliantly lighted with gas. 
The foot passengers Shaft at Wapping, 55 feet in diameter, 1s now in progress. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at Evans’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden, quite delighted with the excellence ot 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o’clock. When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always to 
be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Call upon Messrs. Jackson BLockiey and Co., 96, New Bond Street, near Ox- 
ford-street, for the new music by J. Blockley, author of ‘ Love not,’ &c.—just pub- 
lished—‘ Beautiful Spring,’ (ballad,) ‘ Sleep Baby sleep,’ ‘ Last song of Sappho,’ 
* Love seeking a Lodging,’ and purchase likewise the favorite duets of ‘ List to the 
Convent Bells,’ ‘ The Moorish Evening Drum,’ ‘ Thoughts of Home,’ new edition 
of ‘My Childhood’s Home,’ ‘ The Flower Girl‘s song,‘ + The Wind and the Beaw 

Afterwards called at EmMett?’s, 27, Holborn Hill, to view his Novel Pen Makev, 
hy which any one can make a superior Pen in less than one minute! also his im- 
proved Needle Threader, to enable Ladies, whose sight is impaired to thread their 
needles with the greatest ease—a most ingenious contrivance. 

* All good spirits come to my Beck,” at his Dr. Johnson’s Tavern, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Strect,—where you meet excellent company—capital fare at fair prices—de: 
lightful singing—(commences every evening at a quarter to nine,) cigars, billiards, 
good beds, and an enticing bill of fare. 

Saturday, I examine Miss Lrnwoon’s curious Needle Work, Leicester Square— 
lately added other beautiful specimens of her art.— But I intrude—beg pardon— 
Your's, &.—PAUL PRY. 
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Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


This Evening, (ilth Time) a New Comedy, in Five Acts, hy JAMES 
SHERIDAN KNOWLES, eutitled 


OLD MAIDS 


The SCENERY by the Messrs. GRIEVE. 
The Decorations and Appointmenis by Mr. W. BRADWELL. 
The Dresses by Mesdames GLOVER and RAYNER. 


Sir Philip Brilliant, MrCHARLES MATHEWS, 
Master snened Mr F. MATTHEWS, 

See TE vs cces noacvesous Mr HARL KY, 
‘Thomas Blount, “MrG. VANDENHOFF, 
DONO osicccnescccess+c0e- Mf WaALTen LACY, 
Stephen, Mr W.H. PAYNE, 

Jacob, Mr WIGAN, Bernard, Mr AYLIFFE, 
Harris, Mr HONNER, 

William, Mr KERRIDGE, Peter, Mr COLLETT, 
Lady Blanche, Madame VESTRISs, 

Lady Anne..............--..-Mrs NISBETT, 
Mistress Blount, Mrs W. WEST, 
Charlotte, Mrs HUMBY, Jane, Miss LEE. 











After which,, O’KEEFE’s Musical Farce, 


The Poor Soldier. 


Patrick, Mr W. HARRISON, 
Captain Fitzroy ...... -----es6. Mr HEMMING, 
Dermct, Mr G. HORNCASTLE, 

Darby. .cccccoscccscccecccscoceMer HARLEY, 
Father Luke, Mr BROUGHAM, 
Bagatelle ....cccccseseccecceeee « Mr WIGAN, 
Norah, Miss RAINFORTH, 

Kathleen ..........-0..5. Mrs WALTER LACY, 


To conclude with, (18th time,) a New Ballet of Action, entitled 


Hans of Iceland. 


Hans of Iceland, (a notorious Brigand,) ... Mr W. H. PAYNE, 
Gill, hisSon,/ disguised as a Miner, & loves Guth,)MrJ.H, RIDGWAY, 
Frederick, (a Subaltern—in love with Guth.) Mr GILBERT, 
Niel, (a Fisherman—Father to Guth) Mr. GOURIET, 
Oglypiglap, (in league with the robbers) Mr T. RIDGWAY, 
Capt. Nychol, Mr COLLE TT, Brand, (a Robber.) Mr S. SMITH, 
Golyn, (a Lapland Dwarf—Slave to Hans,) Mr KERRIDGE, 
Trumpeter, Mr BRADY, Iceland Boy, Master MARSHALL 
Guth Stasen, (Daughter of Niel,) Miss BALLIN, 

Iceland Girl, Miss MARSHALL. 


On Monday, Old Maids, aud Fra Diavolo. 











Theatre Royal, English Opera. 


THIS EVENING, 


PROMENADE 
CONCERTS. 


Conductor,¥z.,iUSARD 


Leader, M. TOLBECQUE. 
Solo Performers—Messrs. M. Deloffre, Patey, Pilet, Howell, Collinet, 
Barrett, Baumann, Lazarus, Jarrett, Laurent, Jun., Muller, &c. 


PROGRAMME 
PART | 
Overture .. Le Chevaide Bronze .. Auber 
New Waltz, (M.S ) 3rd time of performance. 


Quadrille .... Les Soirees du Ranelagh .. Musard 
Andante de la Simphonie en ut Mineur (C. minor,) 























; Beethoven. 
Solo, Clarionet, Mr. Lazarus. 
Overture ee Semiramide Rossini 


quadrille oak Krakoviak «eee Musard 








PART Il 
Grand Fantasia from the Opera of “ Robert le 
Diable,” oer ee ows Meyerbeer 


Solo, Bassoon, Mr BAUMANN, 
Solo, Corne Inglese, Mr. BARRET, 
Solo, Clarionet, Mr. LAZARUS, 
Solo, Harp, Mr CHIPP. 


Quadrille os Militaire ea Musard 


Duo Concertante, from I! Pirati, Violin and Violon- 
cello, Messrs. PILET and DELOFFRE. 


Overture as Fra Diavolo eis Auber 
Quadrille a Le Danvis a Musard 
Waltz - Der Berggeister oe Strauss 





Admission, One Shilling, 
Doois Open at Half-past Seven, the Concert commences at Eight and 
terminates at Eleven. 
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